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SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH FUND IN ISRAEL'S FY 78 BUDGET 

REF: STATE 303932 

1 . ACCORDING TO FINANCE MINISTRY BUDGET OFFICIAL, 

$40 BILLION FOR AG RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUND 
WILL BE INCLUDED IN REVISED FY 78 BUDGET WHICH IS 
NOW UNDER PREPARATION. 

2. FUND DID NOT APPEAR AS LINE ITEM IN ORIGINAL 
DRAFT 1978 BUDGET RECENTLY APPROVED BY CABINET, 

ALTHOUGH "RESERVE" ITEM COULD HAVE BEEN DRAWN ON 
FOR BARD FUNDING. THE FINANCE MINISTRY HAS SOME 
FREEDOM TO SWITCH ALLOTMENTS FROM ONE LINE TO ANOTHER 
OR TO DRAW ON THE BANK OF ISRAEL FOR SPECIAL 
ADVANCES. 
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